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Budget deal struck, more funding for CSU 


CSU sees more 
funding as a finalized 
California budget 
moves within reach. 


By Nicca PANGGAT 
News Editor 


After months of back-and-forth over 
the $167.6 billion budget for California, 
state legislators have come to an agree- 
ment over how to best split the bill. 

Gov. Jerry Brown’s new budget deal 
Tuesday afternoon promises $96 mil- 
lion more for the California State Uni- 
versity system compared to his Janu- 
ary proposal - almost $216 million in 
total. The 2014-2015 budget included 
an ongoing General Fund increase of 
$142.2 million. 

“This investment in CSU’s students, 
faculty and staff serves the public good 
as a wise investment in the fabric and 
future of our state - which depends 
on a knowledge-based economy to 
provide social mobility for all Cali- 
fornians,” CSU Chancellor Timothy P. 
White said in a statement. 

The required trade-off for the bud- 
get deal is that more in-state students 
must be enrolled across all of the 
CSU’s 23 campuses. The added funds 
will help the CSUs to push more stu- 
dents to earn bachelor’s degrees in 
four years. 


“The system’s 23 campuses are tre-_ 


mendous assets to the communities 
they serve,” California State Univer- 
sity, Long Beach President Jane Close 


Conoley said in a statement. 


Conoley cited that nearly 65 percent 
of CSULB’s 300,000 alumni are located 


within 35 miles of the campus. 


“[They provide] a wealth of knowl- 
edge to every segment of the greater 
Los Angeles and Orange County econ- 
omies, capacity for innovation, artistic 
accomplishment, health care and civic 


engagement,” Conoley said. 


The California Faculty Association 
are “pleased” at the steps the Califor- 
nia Legislature is taking to restoring 
the funding, according to a press re- 


lease. 


“In all the arguments over dollars, 
a simple fact can be lost,” said Jenni- 
fer Eagan, CFA president and professor 
of philosophy and public affairs and 
administration at CSU East Bay. “The 
California State University, with its 
23 campuses, has put college degrees 
in the hands of three million Califor- 
nians so far and provides quality edu- 
cation to hundreds of thousands more 


each year.” 


Eagan also noted that rebuilding is 
necessary after years of heavy fund- 
ing cuts for public higher education in 
California. The increased funding will 


help California is to 


produce enough college-educated 
people for a healthy economy and de- 


mocracy, Eagan said. 


“The faculty of the CSU wants ev- 
eryone to remember that this kind of 
education is an investment, not a cost,” 
Eagan said. “When we invest in ‘our 
people, we invest in our state’s future.” 


the future 


California investing in 


Total state funds allocated for public higher education (UC, CSU and Community 


Colleges) by the Governor’s budget since 2007. (Amount in billions) 
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The final budget will be implement- 
ed July 1 at the start of California’s fis- 


cal year. 
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Source: CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE 


Inspiring and perspiring 


More than 1000 
athletes converge 
on CSULB as part 
of Special Olympics 
Competition. 


By KEVIN FLORES 
Diversions Editor 


A huddle, a high-five, a celebra- 
tory hug—these are the moments 
of comradely that make the Special 
Olympics truly special. 

“You laugh, you cry, you bleed 
with them,” said Penny Cook, whose 
daughter Laura took part in various 
track and field competitions. “Your 
teammates become family.” 

The weekend event’ marked the 
17th year that the California State 
University, Long Beach hosted the 
Special Olympics Southern Califor- 
nia Summer Games. An estimated 
1,100 athletes from San Luis Obispo 
to San Diego took over the campus’ 
athletic facilities. They competed in 
sports ranging from bocce to basket- 
ball to gymnastics. 

SOSC president and CEO Bill 
Shumard, a former athletic director 
at CSULB, said the SOSC had recent- 
ly extended its partnership with the 
university, which will host Summer 
Games through 2017. 

The mission? 


Kevin Fiores | Datty 49ER 


Runners await the sound of the starting pistol during the Special 
Olympics Southern California Summer Games. 


“To change lives for people with 
intellectual disabilities,” Shumard 
said. 

He remembers one athlete who 
had ‘his picture taken by a profes- 
sional photographer at last year’s 
Summer Games. When the athlete’s 
mom later saw the picture she imme- 
diately started crying. She said it was 
the first time er son had ever smiled 
in a picture. 

You'd be pressed to find a vol- 
unteer who didn’t have a touching 
memory to share. : 

Maureen Miller, the venue man- 


ager for rhythmic and artistic gym- 
nastics, can’t help but tear up while 
recounting a hug she received earlier 
that day from gymnasts she’s known 
for 15 years. 

“She came running towards me 
across the [gymnasium] floor. All 
she could say was, ‘I missed you.’ The 
relationship you have with these ath- 
letes is unlike anything else,” Miller 
said. “You can’t describe those kinds 
of moments.” 


see OLYMPICS, page 4 
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LBSU Dirtbag is the 
newest Minnesota Twin 


Former Dirtbags 
right-hander Logan 
Lombana talked 
about draft day. 


By EDDIE RIVERA 
Contributing Writer 


Dirtbags right-hander Logan Lom- 
bana became the second Long Beach 
State baseball player to be-selected in 
the 2015 MLB draft when the Minne- 
sota Twins took him in the 25th round 
as the 740th overall pick. He joined 
starting pitcher Kyle Friedrichs, who 
was taken in the seventh round by the 
Oakland A’. | 

Lombana set career highs in mound 
appearances and innings pitched for 
the Dirtbags this season. He also had a 
career-low 4.34 ERA. || 

The Newark, California native spent 
all three of his seasons at Long Beach 
State coming out of the bullpen. He 
totaled 52 appearances while accumu- 
lating a 2-3 record, 4.55 ERA and one 
save. Lombana discussed the emotion- 
al ride of the MLB draft with the Daily 
49er. 


How does it feel to become a profes- 
sional baseball player? 


I’m obviously very excited. It’s emo- 
tional with all the work that was put 
into this point to reach the goal of get- 
ting drafted. The goal was ultimately 
reached. It’s a very humbling experi- 
ence. Now I get to go live that dream 
and pursue professional baseball. 


Where were you when you heard 
you got drafted by Minnesota? 


I was at my house with some fami- 
ly and friends. We were just listening 
to the computer on the live stream. I 
got a call in the 17th round from the 
Twin’s scout and he said they were go- 
ing to draft me in the next round. Ob- 
viously it didn’t happen. He called me 
again the 22nd round and he was just 
like, “hey hang in there, I don’t know 
why they haven’t drafted you yet.” Ul- 
timately I made it in the 25th and I was 
excited about that. 


What was the mood like as the 
rounds were going by and your name 
wasn’t being called? 


I was very anxious. I wasn’t talking 
much. Every time the phone rang I was 
running towards the phone because I 
thought now is the time to get the call. 


See TWINS, page 7 
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CourTESY OF BRIAN THORSON 


The flower stalk of the Corpse Lily can grow to be over six feet in height 


when it blooms. 


Wake up and smell — 


the rotten flesh 


The foul scent of 
the Corpse Lily and 
its rare bloom are at 
CSULB for only two 
days. 


By NIccA PANGGAT 
News Editor 


The sweet smell of success at Califor- 
nia State University, Long Beach is ac- 
tually rotten thanks to the strong scent 
of a new flower in bloom. 

Amorphophallus titanium is known 
colloquially as the Corpse Lily or Ti- 
tan Arum and produces a stench most 
closely compared to the smell of de- 


composing flesh. 

Brian Thorson, a botany technician 
at CSULB, calls his particular flower 
Laura after Dr. Laura Kingsford, the 
dean of natural sciences and math- 
ematics. 

The Corpse Lily originally hails from 
the rainforests of Sumatra. Its flower 
stalk is visible in bloom for only 24 to 
48 hours, Thorson said, and this one is 
Laura’s first one ever. The flower stalk of 
the Corpse Lily can reach more than 6 
feet in height when it blooms. 

“The flowers only-appear after ap- 
proximately a decade of careful culti- 
vation - or longer (if ever),” Thorson 
said in an email. “It is an achievement 
rewarded to a very short list of skilled 
botanists.” 

Thorson first acquired Laura in 2010, 
and today the flower is seven years old. 
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Vegan DJ Moby beefs with California 


LOS ANGELES — Moby, the 
vegan Dj, has a beef with Califor- 
nia farmers, and they don’t much 
care for him, either. 

Best known for platinum 
records in the early 2000s that 
put a techno sheen on blues and 
soul, the 49-year-old is taking on 
the drought-stricken state’s $46.4 
billion agriculture industry with 
a petition calling for restrictions 
on how much water farmers may 
use. 

Even with his pop-chart reign 
long over, Moby commands more 
than 1 million Twitter follow- 
ers and has inserted himself in 
the middle of one of California’s 
most heated policy debates in 
decades. 

The man born Richard Mel- 
ville Hall — a descendant of 
author Herman Melville whose 
magnum opus inspired his sobri- 
quet — has become a focal point. 
Farmers’ responses range from 
hostility to confusion. Some ask, 
“Who is Moby?” on a Facebook 
page devoted to debunking ar- 
guments from a man best known 
for thumping, computerized beats 
and ambient sound squiggles. 

“Our state is in a real crisis,” 
Moby, who moved to Los Ange- 
les from New York in 2010, said 
in a statement announcing the 
campaign. 

“Let’s not kid ourselves about 
the real problem and the real 
solution. Corporate agribusinesses 
use 80 percent of our water. Not 
individuals. Not family farmers. 
But corporations. It is far past 
time that we hold them account- 
able and for them to be part of the 
solution, not the problem.” 

In an interview with Rolling 
Stone magazine in May, Moby 
suggested that farmers should pay 
more for water, and that thirstier 
crops such as alfalfa, beef, al- 
monds and cotton might need to 
be stricken from California. 

He said he’s cut back on his own 
water use, though he said chang- 
ing residential consumption is 
“relatively pointless” unless farm- 
ers follow suit. 

The California Farm Water 
Coalition, a Sacramento nonprofit 
representing agricultural inter- 
ests, is pushing back. 

Some crops are suited only to 
California’s climate, while Moby is 
wrong in saying agriculture uses 
80 percent of the water supply, the 
group said in a statement on its 
website. 

The real number, factoring in 
discharges to rivers and other 
environmental uses, is about 40 
percent, the coalition said. 


Follow the Daily 49er on: 
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farmers over drought crisis 
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Moby attends DLF Live Presents The Music of David Lynch at Ace 
Hotel in Los Angeles on April 1, 2015. Moby has organized a petition 
calling for restrictions on how much water California farmers can use 


amid the state’s drought crisis. 


Moby’s comments haven’t re- 
ally influenced public opinion, 
said Mike Wade, the farm group’s 
executive director. 

He counts himself in the 
“Who’s Moby?” crowd. 

“This gave us an opening to 
correct some of the misconcep- 
tions that he and others have put 
out there,” Wade said in a tele- 
phone interview. ; 

Eddie Kurtz, executive director 
of the Courage Campaign, the Los 
Angeles-based nonprofit spon- 
soring Moby’s petition, said in 
an e-mail it has gathered 14,248 
signatures. 

The DJ’s L.A.-based public-re- 
lations firm, Kraft-Engel Manage- 
ment, didn’t respond to a request 
for an interview. 

The state’s farmers have about 
a third less water this year than 
normal, according to a June 2 
study by researchers at the Uni- 
versity of California at Davis, and 
face direct losses of $1.8 billion. 
California’s economy could lose 
$2.7 billion from the direct and 
indirect consequences of the four- 
year drought’s effect on agricul- 
ture, the study found. 

Moby’s 1999 album “Play” sold 
12 million copies. 

He’s since released records to 
declining sales, while channel- 
ing his role as a vegan activist 
to a social media following that 
includes 1.3 million people on 
Twitter. 

His feed includes links to web 
pages about animal rights, climate 
change, a picture of a sloth in a 


spacesuit and observations such 
as “it takes 400 pounds of grain 
to make 400 pounds of bread or 1 
Ib. of beef. which is a better use of 
resources?” 

Peter Gleick, president of the 
Pacific Institute in Oakland, Ca- 
lif., which examines water policy, 
isn’t familiar with Moby as an 
artist or an activist. 

He said:Moby’s:comments,. ..-— 
whatever their merit'as policy ~ 
suggestions, are part of an inten- 
sifying rhetoric as the drought 
persists. 

“One of the things the drought 
has really brought out is a lot of 
finger-pointing,” Gleick said. 

“There are many divides in 
California water politics: north 
versus south, urban versus rural, 
the coast, farmers, environmen- 
talists who care about fish versus 
environmentalists who care about 
air quality.” 

Moby’s fans include Los An- 
geles Mayor Eric Garcetti, with 
whom Moby has performed on 
stage, but not Gov. Jerry Brown, 
whom Moby accuses of favoring 
farmers. 

Brown, for his part, isn’t taking 
the bait. 

Answering a question after an 
event on climate change in Los 
Angeles this week, the Democratic 
governor said farmers, like most 
Californians, have made sacri- 
fices. 

“We're all in it together,” he 
said. 


—James Nash, Bloomberg News 
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Protestors march on downtown 


Hundreds of people 
rallied and marched 
through Downtown 
Long Beach on 
Saturday to protest 
police brutality by the 
LBPD. 


By SEAN GALLAGHER 
Contributing Writer 


Starting theirmarch at Lincoln Park 
in downtown Long Beach, hundreds 
of protestors made their way to Pine 
and Broadway on Saturday, where they 
stayed for nearly half an hour chanting. 

Cars honked at the crowd before 
turning around to find alternate routes, 
while police officers on bicycles closed 
off a one-block perimeter to the traffic. 

For the third time this month, pro- 
testors gathered to speak out against 
the recent shootings of unarmed indi- 
viduals by the Long Beach Police De- 
partment. The first two rallies, which 
attracted about 100 people each, took 
place earlier this June. : 

The crowd was comprised of the 
families, friends, and supporters of 
Hector Morejon, 19, Tyler Woods, 19, 
Donte Jordan, 39, and Feras Morad, 20, 
all fatally shot in separate incidents by 
LBPD officers within the past two years. 

“We want to get justice from every 
officer that has taken innocent lives 
and for them to be prosecuted for mur- 
der, because.it's not right: that-they go 
home to' their families'and face no'con- 
sequences while we are mourning for 
ours,” said. Eric Morejon, brother of 
Hector and one of the main organizers 
of the rally. 

The two most recent shooting vic- 
tims are Hector Morejon and Feras Mo- 


rad, both of whom died this year. Hec- 
tor was fatally shot by officer Jeffrey A. 
Meyer while Meyer was responding to a 
trespassing call on April 23, and Morad 
was shot by officer Matthew Hernandez 
who was responding to a call about an 
intoxicated, potentially violent person 
on May 27. Morad was an incoming 
transfer student to CSULB. 

The tensions between both groups 
that have resulted from the shootings 
are what led to the rallies, said Lisa 
Kong, one of the Saturday protestors. 

“T feel like the police recently, espe- 
cially with all of the shootings of un- 
armed people, are kind of even more 
on edge than usual,” Kong said. “They 
know that there is a lot of tension with 
the people and that there are some 
people who want to actively go to war 
with the police and kill police officers, 
like what happened in New York last 
year.” 

The protestors are asking that the 
LBPD hand over the investigations for 
these shootings ‘so that they can be 
looked at fairly, said Trey Williams, a 
friend of Donte Jordan. Jordan was shot 
and killed by the LBPD in November 
2013, and the Los Angeles County cor- 
oner’s report released in January 2014 
said that he had “high levels” of PCP, 
cocaine, and marijuana in his system. 

“T feel like these police officers need 
to be held accountable for their actions,” 
Williams said. “I don’t believe their 
story, not one bit. Donte had a family, I 
don’t think he had even touched drugs 
for years, and the report they release 
says that he had PCP and cocaine in his 
system. When you investigate yourself, 
how can it be trusted that you're telling 
the truth?” 

Protestors chanted, made speeches, 
and ‘even mimed falling down at the 
sound of a police siren to get their point 
across. 

Event organizers said that they don’t 
yet have a specific date laid out for their 
next rally but that they promise to con- 
tinue until they feel there is justice. 
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Above, protestors lie 
down at the sound of 
police sirens playing 
over a speaker at 
the intersection of 
Broadway and Pine 
on Saturday. Below, 
activists march 

west on Broadway 
towards the Long 
Beach police 

station. 
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Meteorites hold clue to methane mystery — and potential for life on Mars 


Scientists have discovered methane 
hidden in Martian meteorites, which 
could hint that the elusive gas, which 
on Earth is often linked to life, might 
be lurking beneath the surface of Mars 
today. 

The findings, published in the journal 
Nature Communications, could have 
implications for the biological potential 
of the Red Planet. 

“The availability of methane and hy- 
drogen is critical to the potential of the 
Martian crust as a habitat for microbial 
life,” the study authors wrote. “The hos- 
tile Martian surface is probably less hab- 
itable than the subsurface, and several 
scenarios have been proposed for deep 
Martian life.” 

The mystery of methane on Mars has 
long dogged astrobiologists looking to 
assess whether life could have existed on 
the Red Planet. Methane can be made 


in nonbiological ways, but on Earth, the 


majority of it is made by living things. 
Methane can also be consumed by cer- 
tain types of microbes, so the presence 
of methane could potentially be a food 
source for them. 

But even as Mars increasingly looks 


’ like it had _a life-friendly past, methane 


has proved remarkably difficult to pin 
down on the Red Planet. NASA’s Curi- 
osity rover searched for months only to 
turn up empty, but later picked up what 
appear to be intermittent plumes. (Some 
scientists think the methane readings 
might actually be contamination from 
the rover itself, so the jury is still out on 
Martian methane for the moment.) 

“The putative occurrence of meth- 
ane in the Martian atmosphere has had 
a major influence on the exploration of 
Mars, especially by the implication of 
active biology,” the study authors wrote. 


“The occurrence has not been borne out 
by measurements of atmosphere by the 
MSL rover Curiosity but, as on Earth, 
methane on Mars is most likely in the 
subsurface of the crust.” 

For this paper, an international team 
of researchers turned to data they could 
hold in their hands: six Martian mete- 
orites that have landed on Earth. These 
little chunks of the Red Planet might not 
be as pristine as a rock sitting on Mars 
right now, but they still offer a chance 
to answer some pressing scientific ques- 
tions up close and personal. 

The researchers crushed rock from 
the meteorites, thus forcing out the gas- 
es trapped inside. (Many experiments 
involve “cooking” the rock to reveal its 
contents, but that often ends up forming 
new molecules in the process that can 
«muddle the readings.) 

“It’s an interesting, complementary 


send us your samples at eicd49er@gmail.com 


way of getting information,” said Paul 
Mahaffy, a planetary scientist at NA- 
SA’s Goddard Space Flight Center who 
was not involved in the paper. Mahaffy 
serves as lead scientist for Curiosity’s 
Sample Analysis at Mars instrument 
suite, which among other things uses 
the cooking method to study rocks on 
Mars. 

Among the released gases (which 
included carbon dioxide, hydrogen, ni- 
trogen and trace amounts of oxygen and 
argon), the researchers found significant 


_ amounts of methane and hydrogen. The 


relatively high levels of these two very 
important gases make sense, the authors 
said, given that the rocks were altered in 
the presence of water. 

Methane is a pretty big deal in the 
Earth’s “deep biosphere,” where meth- 
ane-eating microbes may use it as fod- 
der. If Martian microbes ever existed, 
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perhaps they played a similar role on the 
Red Planet, the scientists said. 

“The evidence presented here indi- 
cates that a methane-bearing subsurface 
habitat is similarly available on Mars,” 
the authors wrote. “Whether or not the 
habitat has been occupied remains to be 
determined.” 

But Mahaffy warned that there are 
plenty of ways that methane could 
have been brought to or produced on 
Mars that have nothing to do with liv- 
ing things. Very little is known about 
the amount of methane, its origins 
and its dynamics on the Red Planet, 
he said. 

“T think that the whole methane story 
together, where it comes from and how 
often it appears in the atmosphere, is still 
not a solved problem,” he said. 


—By Amina Khan, Los Angeles Times 
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Ditch chain multiplexes for unique 
cinematic viewing venues. Diversions Editor 
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Tn 4 Cemetery 


What could be more fitting than watching Donnie Darko at 
a place called Sunnyside Cemetery? Well here’s the thing: It’s 
totally possible. It’s called Lola’s Outdoor Retro Cinema, and 
they'll be screening movies periodically at the cemetery until 
October. 

Apart from Donnie Darko, some other flicks you'll be able 
to watch among the tombstones are The Birds, The Lost Boys, 
and Heathers. 

Shows start at 6:30 p.m. and tickets can be purchased online 
for $12. For all you Johnny- and Sally-come-latelies, the en- 
trance at the gate will cost $15. 

The Sunnyside Cemetery is located at 1095 E Willow St, Long 
Beach, CA 90806. 


At an Art Deco Theater 
from the Early 20th Century 


If youre one of those folks who’ve watched The Goonies so 
many times your childhood VHS tape needs to be handled with 
white cotton archivist gloves, then I have one question for you: 
Have you ever watched The Goonies while sitting on the beach? 
That’s what I thought. 

Moonlight Movies on the Beach is exactly what it sounds 
like: Bring your blankets, pillows; food; friends, date/s, and en- 
joy some 80’s movie nostalgia. 

The Sandlot, Jurassic Park (the original), and Back to the Fu- 
ture are just some of the many movies being screened on the 
sand, which takes place until August 27th at Granada Beach. 
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By Kevin FLorEs 
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‘Traditionally untraditional 


2 ze 


ditiy 


*3 : 
FOF eam a eg 


At a Peach 


Remember when movies, or rather films, were an art form? 
Probably not. Take a break from the typically trite, over-pro- 
duced Hollywood box office-oramas that dominate marquees 
and head over to the Art Theater. 

Vino from the wine bar in hand, you can relish a film that 
really gets your neurons firing. The single-screen movie theater 
plays independent, foreign, and limited run films you won't be 
able to catch anywhere else in the city. 

To boot, the Art Theater hosts midnight showings of The 
Rocky Horror Picture Show every weekend that promise cos- 
tumes galore and audience participation. 

The Art Theater is located on 2025 E. 4th Street, Long Beach, 
CA 90814. 


From your Car 


Pack car friends and junk food—the ratio is up to you—and 
check out the Paramount Drive-In. It’s a little ways outside of 
Long Beach but it worth it just for the sheer novelty. 

You can catch the latest releases on a 75-foot screen with 
sound blaring through your own speakers. 

The Paramount Drive-in is located at 7770 Rosecrans Ave. in 
Paramount, CA 90723 


DIVERSIONS 


OLYMPICS 


continued from page 1 


Gymnast and Global Messenger for 
the World Games, Debi Anderson, 
who’s been competing since graduat- 
ing high school, said competing made 
her feel “very excited, like I could do 
anything.” Her favorite part of it all: 
Getting to wear a leotard. 

Competing athletes range in age 
from 8 years old and up. And-up is 
right. It wasn’t uncommon to see 
basketball players or swimmers in 
their golden years holding their 
own. 

“It feels great. Once you're in, you're 
hooked,” said Lindsay Whitelock, 
standing near the edge of the pool in 
a swimming cap. She proudly listed 
off the events she had participated in, 
among them the 100m freestyle and 
the 25m butterfly. 

Her aquatics coach, Adam_ Chris- 


tin, said the best part about the Games 
was seeing the athletes blossom. “They 
come to you and sometimes they're 
non-verbal and antisocial, but before 
you know it you start seeing them 
opening up and interacting with other 
people.” 

Cook saw this kind of transforma- 
tion first-hand with Laura, who’s par- 
ticipated in the Special Olympics for 
28 years and who will be competing at 
the World Games in late July. 

“She’s developed in so many. dif- 
ferent ways. She’s become more-in- 
dependent from mom and dad, she’s 
travelled and she’s become her own 
person, Penny said. 

Asked how competing in the Special 
Olympics made her feel, Laura, with 
gold medals dangling from her neck, 
simply said “happy.” 


Kevin Frores | Datty 49ER 


Swimmer races to catch-his competitors during the Special Olympics Southern California Summer Games 
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PINION 


The pen is sneaker than the sword. 


KEVIN FLORES 
Diversions Editor 


firearm, a baton, a taser, 
and... semantics? 
That’s right. : 
Although there’s no 
holster for it on a stan- 
dard issue police duty belt, language 
is just as potent as any weapon police 
have. And the press release is the Glock 
22 of police rhetoric, if you will. 

To wit, let’s take a closer look at the 
press release that was disseminated 
by the Long Beach Police Department 
after officer Matthew Hernandez shot 


Police press 
releases are 
chock-full of 
implicit rhetoric. 


and killed unarmed student Feras 
Morad on May 27. 

Whether or not the officer was 
justified in using lethal force in this 
situation rests on numerous yet-to-be- 
answered questions. 

However, the subtle syntactic cues 
and word choices found in the press 
release seem to suggest a definitive 
narrative. 

Words associated with the “suspect” 
in the press releaseinclude: intoxi- 
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cated, violent, erratically, irrationally 
and threat. i 

Even though the press release 
concedes that only a preliminary 
investigation has been conducted, 
in the mind of the reader, Morad is 
the clear aggressor; the good guy, 
bad guy trope has been'successfully 
set-up. 


As the night’s events are described, 


sentences pertaining to the actions 
of the officer are all in active voice, 
“The officer observed a group... 
the-officer told him he was there to 
help... the officer utilized verbal 
commands...” 

But when it comes time to describe 
the shooting, the press release reads, 
“At that time, an officer involved 
shooting occurred.” 

Poof. The agent of action has 
completely disappeared as a result of 
grammatical wizardry. 

Public relations people at police 
departments don’t write this way by 
accident. 

Political consultant William Schnei- 
der coined the term “past exonerative” 
tense to refer to this type of evasive 
wordsmithing. 

In an article in The Washington 
Post, Radley Balko explains why this 
type of language is so insidious. 

“The same police agencies engaging 
in linguistic gymnastics to publicly 
deflect responsibility for police shoot- 
ings will inevitably be in charge of 
investigating the same officers for the 
same shootings.” 

While the motivation for police 
departments to deploy this type of 
tactical language is clear, it’s especially 
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Protesters hold signs outside the Long Beach Police Department on June 4, 2015. The Long Beach Police De- 


partment released a statement on the shooting of Feras Morad on May 27. 


shameful when the language is picked 
up by journalists, making police press 
releases the fulcrum of their stories. 
One egregious example of this was 
when NBC was caught manipulating a 
video interview with Bob Garner, who 
witnessed the shooting of Morad. For 
the television broadcast, the audio of 


Garner describing the confrontation 
between the officer and the student 
was edited to fit the police narrative of 
Morad behaving violently. 

Although Garner originally re- 
ported Morad was shambling toward 
Hernandez with his hands up, the 
audio was spliced together in such a 


way as to make it seem as if Garner 
simultaneously said Morad was doing 
so aggressively. 

While the facts of what happened on 
that night are still not fully known, by 
the police press release being the pre- 
vailing narrative, Morad has had the 
shadow of culpability cast over him. 
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Call her 


DOoREEN JONES 
Contributing Writer 


e’ve come a long 
way to accept- 
ing transgender 
transitions 
because of the 
recent representation in social, enter- 
tainment and print media. 
After years of feeling hidden behind 
a mask, Caitlyn Jenner has shed it in 
front the world in a wash of glitz and 


A reinvented 
65-year-old 
woman greets 
the world on the 
cover of Vanity 
Fair’s July issue. 


glamour in the most recent cover for 
Vanity Fair magazine. 

The July cover was kept highly 
secret for months until its debut. Buzz 
Bissinger, a Pulitzer prize-winning 
journalist, wrote the concurrent article, 
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Caitlyn 


spending hundreds of hours with Jen- 
ner throughout her transition. 

It has been predicted that Jenner's 
cover will easily surpass the magazine’s 
average of 193,000 sold covers over the 
last six months of 2014, and is likely to 
be included among its best sellers. 

Vanity Fair handled this story with 
elegance and grace, treating the subject 
of the story with respect and a certain 
delicacy by discussing Jenner’s thoughts 
about moving forward from her debut 
to how she is being teceived by family 
while learning from women who have 
gone through the similar transitions. 

Jenner is quoted to have compared 
her two-day shoot with Annie Liebovitz 
to winning the gold medal for decath- 
lon at the 1976 Olympics. 

“That was a good day, but the last 
couple of days were better. This shoot 
was about my life and who I am asa 
person,” Jenner said in the article. “It’s 
not about the fanfare, it’s not about 
people cheering in the stadium, it’s not 
about going down the street and every- 
body giving you “That a boy, Bruce,’ pat 
on the back, okay. This is about your 
life.” 

Interviews like Jenner's with Vanity 
Fair and Diane Sawyer and Laverne 
Cox’s with Time Magazine are impor- 
tant for anyone who may be experienc- 
ing or is considering reassignment 
surgery. 

Someone seeing them on the cover 
of such high publications is given the 


hope and the freedom to be themselves, 

even if it may not be how they were 

born. These high-profile celebrities have 

opened the door for so many people to 

not fear change, but to embrace it. 
Awareness of transgender people 

has been around for the past 60 years, 


_ beginning with Christine Jorgensen, a 


trans-woman who was the first person 
to be widely known in the United States 
for having sex reassignment surgery. 

Representation of transgender 
people has also been visible in television 
and film for a decade with TV shows 
like “All My Children” and films like 
“Transamerica.” This sudden coverage 
started almost a decade ago with the 
public coming-out of two high-profile 
figures: City Manager of Largo, Florida 
Steve Stanton and Los Angeles Times 
sportswriter Mike Penner. 

Presenting transgender feelings 
and stories with popular publica- 
tions has opened the door to discuss 
transitioning and what that may mean 
for the person wanting to transition. 

It also shows cisgender people how to 
acknowledge sensitivity when someone 
they know is transitioning and no lon- 
ger wishes to identify as strictly male or 
strictly female. 

It is important to remain sensitive 
and open-minded, to call someone by 
their preferred name and preferred 
pronouns and not to pry about how 
they were born, because it is not who 
they are anymore. 

So today; call her Caitlyn, and let 
her bravery to pose on the cover of 
a magazine shed some light on the 
strength of the transgender com- 
munity. 
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Caitlyn Jenner on the cover of “Vanity Fair.” 


Letter from the couch: Yes, we’re still funny 


JACLYN MEza Baiz 
14 CSULB alumni 


omen are 
funny? Yes. Yes 
they are. 
Unfortunate- 
. ly this question 
is still being asked by and to profes- 
sional male and female comedians. 
But compared to 50 years ago, comedy 
and women have progressed to be- 
come better partners in crime. 

In a fierce line of business where 
many set out to conquer but only few 
succeed, being a male has dominated 
the comedy world. 

For example, back in the day we 
had Johnny Carson, Bob Hope and 
even Dean Martin getting the laughs 
in the 50s and 60s. 

Fast forward to a few years ahead 
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with Saturday Night Live stars like 
Eddie Murphy, Chris Farley and Bill 
Murray, or stand up comics like Jerry 
Seinfeld and Richard Pryor. 

One tiny problem, when you are 
growing up as a girl glued to the 
television with your mom combing 
your curly, frizzy lion-king-like hair: 
where are the humans that look like 
my mom, my sister or my first grade 
teacher, Ms. Trejo? 

“There has never been a more 
exciting time for women in comedy 
than right now,” Dazed Digital writer 
and culture journalist Beth Webb 
wrote. “Not only are these comedians 
fearless in their writing, using their 
humour to oppose both their position 
in the industry and society, but they’re 
cleverly mocking everything from 
celebrity culture to frat boys.” 

Today we have more critically ac- 
claimed comics in TV and film then 
ever before; female comedians like 
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Melissa McCarthy, Amy Poelher, Kate 
McKinnon, or my current obsession 
from Comedy Central’s Broad City, 
Abbi Jacobson and Ilana Glazer. 


Women 
comedians are 
taking strides 
in the world of 


funny. 


Women are starting to proclaim 
their existence in the professional 
comedy realm for three reasons. 

We now have female writers like 
Tina Fey, Mindy Khaling and Jenji 
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Kohan creating their own material 
and using them for either themselves 
or for aspiring comedic actresses to 
use up. 

Another reason is that funny 
women have more competition in 
the comedic world with more women 
getting up and joining improv clubs 
like Upright Citizens Brigade, doing 
stand up or auditioning to be the 
next cast member of Orange Is The 
New Black. 

And lastly, female comics are 
making an impact because they are 
relatable. 

Most current female comedians 
joke about their own disastrous, 
out-of-control and funny lives; Lena 
Dunham’s critically acclaimed HBO 
series Girls and Amy Schumer’s re- 
cently released film Trainwreck dive 
into the realities of young women 
trying to survive the years when they 
are not so sure of themselves. 
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Actress.and comedian Tracee Ellis 
Ross recently asked Kate McKinnon, 
a current SNL cast member, where 
comedy came from. 

“There’s nothing- funny about a 
confident person who’s doing well.” 
McKinnon said. “So I start from a 
place of exploiting things in me I 
find objectionable and display and 
celebrate them.” 

As a successful comic, there is a 
certain talent to being able to relat- 
able with your audience; to be able to 
make people laugh while forgetting 
their troubles. 

As for female comedians, the 
troubles seem to be withering away 
with each successful movie, like 
Bridesmaids, TV show, like Orphan 
Black, and comedy special, like Jen 
Kirkman’s recent Netflix release of 
“I’m Gonna Die Alone.” 

So cheers to the women who 
continue to set the scale for comedy. 
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TWINS 


continued from page 1 


Did you know that you were definitely going to become a Twin? 


The A’s talked to me a little during the draft and the Mariners did as well. 
I was hoping maybe one of those two teams would have drafted me but obvi- 
ously the Twins did. Actually, the A’s scout was talking to me a lot during 
the last couple of weeks. I thought I was going to the A’s to be honest with 
you. It would have been pretty cool to play on the same team with my Long 
Beach teammate Kyle Friedrichs. Kind of like Andrew Rohrbach and Richard 
Prigatano did last year. But I’m very happy to be a Twin. 


What’s the adjustment from college to the minor leagues going to be like? 


Right now they are planning to send me to Florida for a physical and all 
that. Most likely it’s going to be Elizabethton, Tennessee that they’d send me 
to. In Long Beach there are a lot of things to do. From what I’ve heard about, 
it’s a minor league town. There is not much to do. The whole city is based on 
the team there. It’s kind of cool because you're the star there. They all look up 
to you because that is their big league team. 


What’s been the biggest factor to your success as a pitcher so far? 


I would say my parents for sure. My mom and dad were very instrumental 
in terms of me being the person I am today. My grandparents were also, with 
their support through everything. They instilled values and work ethics when 
I was young. Definitely coach Buckley & Steele too. Buckley was the guy who 
recruited me out of high school and gave me an opportunity to show what 
I can do. I’m very fortunate for that. He was instrumental in my work and 
character change. He showed me how to become a man and be a professional. 
He was very hard on me in Long Beach but it’s because he saw something in 
me. Steele helped me with this year definitely. He helped me with the draft, as 
well as Jesse Zepeda. 


How does it feel to be able to carry on that Dirtbag legacy of players draft- 
ed in the MLB? 


It’s a surreal feeling. First I found out I was going to be a Long Beach State 
Dirtbag and now I get to continue my career as a professional athlete. Hope- 
fully I can carry on the Dirtbag legacy and be a major leaguer like so many 
other former Dirtbags. I look forward to hopefully playing in the big leagues 
one day. 


What do you plan to buy with your first paycheck? 


“PRICES ARE FOR CONSECUTIVE RUNS, BREAKS IN RUNG WILL BE 


CHARGED AT THE DAILY RATE PRICE. 


Joun Fayarvo | LBSU Arutetics 
Right-hander Logan Lombana made all 52 of his appearances for the 
Dirtbags in relief. 


I got to figure that out. I plan to’ buy some new equipment. My signing 
bonus will probably be going to a facility that I can work out in the offseason. 
That will probably be my first big purchase. The signing bonus is $55,000 and 
on top of that they paid for my school. Obviously a big thing to get-the school 
part paid for. I wanted a little more but that’s what we negotiated. I'll take that. 
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15. Volunteers 


Sleep Study volunteers Healthy men aged 
22-45 

Recruiting now for summer. Requires two 6 
day stays. Compensation $2600.00 
310.222.1860 


30. School & Instruction 


Take Oceanography Online this Summer 
and never enter a classroom! Geology 160 
will be taught by Bruce Perry from May 
26- Aug 14. 

Learn about he ocean and earn 3 units of 
GE science credit towards graduation from 
CSULB. 


31. Internships 


Local radio show looking for volunteer 
interns (2-4 hrs per week) to assist with guest 
booking. Must be organized & have excellent 
interpersonal skills. Exp. in public relations 
or customer service preferred. Hrs. flexible; 
ref. needed 

Call 562.477.5674 


She Employment Opportunites 


New business expand to Hong Kong, Japan 
and Philippines. Leaders wanted here and 
abroad. 

FREE orientation and training May 9th, Costa 
Mesa, To register call 562-425-1989. 

Leave name/vhone #/best time to call. 


Professional couple with two sons (ages 6&7) 
needs childcare & help w/ light housework; 
hrs flexible: ref. needed: call 562.477.5674 


Young Entrepreneur Program - Be your own 
boss 
www.tinvurl.com/ebilane2 


Office assist needed. Help w/ marketing, 
social media & organization. Needs computer 
skills (Mac). 10 hr/wk. $12/hr, Days and hrs 
to be determined. Call Chris at 562.619.5883. 
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How I learned to stop worrying an 
“COLUMN 


Despite losing another NBA Finals, 
LeBron is still the best player on 
the planet, and we all know it. 


By Gree Diaz 
Editor-in-Chief 


The NBA was two Cavaliers’ wins away ftom having 
a LeBron problem. | 

He is the most dominant player in the league, a tran- 
scendent superstar that sells tickets and merchandise. 
Even after teammates Kevin Love and Kyrie Irving 
were lost to injury, he almost single-handedly carried 
his team to the NBA title. 

And that’s the problem: What is the rest of the league 
supposed to do if its best player cannot be stopped? 
What are the other 29 teams Supposed to do when hav- 
ing one LeBron James negates an entire year’s worth of 
transactions and development and strategizing? 

Ask the Hawks how they feel after the best season 
they had in franchise history was undone in a four- 
game sweep at the hands of LeBron. 

It seemed like throughout sports bars and talk 
shows across the nation, all everyone wanted to do be- 
fore games six was talk about LeBron calling himself 
the best player in the world. I heard plenty of people 
calling him arrogant, calling him overconfident and 
calling him childish. 

What they didn’t do however was dispute that he was 
the best basketball player on the planet. We just got to 
witness six games of why no one could argue against it. 

Throughout the finals, LeBron led both teams in 


points, rebounds and assists, while averaging an as- 
tounding 45.7 minutes per game. 

Throughout the playoffs more and more of his 
teammates were dropping like flies, and yet after the 
Cavaliers took a 2-1 series lead over the Golden State 
Warriors, we were faced with the possibility that the 
LeBron might actually drag a bunch of cast offs to the 
promised land. 

That is not something that any other great player in 
the history of the NBA could claim. It would be like 
Jordan winning a ring without Pippen and Rodman. 

The magic of LeBron is that he really can make up 
for nearly any deficiency his team has. In the series 
against the Warriors, he added a new role to his re- 
sume that hadn’t been seen since Magic Johnson’s 
rookie season, the point-center. 

Yet, in the end it was not enough to beat the War- 
riors, a not-just-good but historically great team. The 
Warriors racked up 67 wins during the regular season, 
beating teams by an average of over 10 points per game. 

Steph Curry, Andre Iguodala and Draymond Green 
rode into Cleveland to save the NBA from a season 
of inevitability. Iguodala even won the Finals MVP 
award simply because he managed to make LeBron 
work harder than most. But James still averaged 35.8 
points per game. 

It was around the fourth quarter of game five when 
it started to sink in that the Cavaliers would not be able 
to win the championship. It wasn’t because LeBron 
James is not the best player in the world. It was be- 
cause even the best player in the world still needs qual- 
ity teammates to rise to the top. Even with Dwayne 
Wade and Chris Bosh in tow, the Miami Heat won two 
titles in four trips to the finals. 

That made it easier to enjoy the artistry of LeBron 
struggling to keep his team above water. That made it 
easier for the rest of the league to accept that LeBron is 
so clearly better than everyone else at basketball. 

But watch out for when his team gets healthy. Then 
he’s coming for everything. 
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Put Masturzo | AKRon BEACON JouRNAL | TNS 


LeBron James heads to the bench with seconds remaining in the game against the 
Golden State Warriors in the fourth quarter in Game 6 of the NBA Finals at Quicken 
Loans Arena in Cleveland on Tuesday, June 16, 2015. 


End of 
the road 


Seven 49ers earned track 
and field All-America 
honorable mentions 

for their performance 

at the NCAA National 
Championships. 


By Kayce ContTATORE 
Assistant Sports Editor 


The Long Beach State track and 
field team ran faster, jumped higher 


Joun Fajarvo | LBSU Atutetics 
Freshman Jasmine Bass qualified to the NCAA West Preliminaries 
in her first year at Long Beach State. 


and threw harder than ever before 
to break several long held school re- 
cords throughout the 2015 season. 

The 49er men’s squad began its 
postseason run winning the Big 
West title for the third consecutive 
year, marking the first three-peat 
in school history. Then they kept 
their run alive, advancing seven 
athletes to the national champion- 
ships, the most in head coach Andy 
Sythe’s 26 years with the program. 

For LBSU, none of the athletes 
placed, but each received U.S. 
Track and Field and Cross Country 
Coaches Association All-American 
honorable mentions. 


For seniors Cameron Glasgow, 
who earned the Big West Track 
Athlete of the Year, and Chris Low, 
it was their second All-American 
award for their performances in the 
400m and 800m races, respectively. 

Junior: Willie Alexander, Big 
West Men’s Field Athlete of the 
Year, earned his third honorable 
mention, but first in the long jump. 

The women’s team finished sey- 
enth in the Big West and had four 
athletes qualify for the NCAA 
West Preliminary Championships. 

Freshman Jasmine Bass moved 
into second overall in 49er history 
with a personal best 40-foot-11.5- 


inch distance in the triple jump 
that earned her a third place fin- 
ish at the Big West Championships. 
Bass fell just short of Miia Mobley’s 


record 41-foot-l-inch distance set 


in 2008. 

The women’s 4x100 relay, con- 
sisting of junior Brianna Wilson, 
senior Jasmine Askew, freshmen 
Ashleigh Chambers and Hollie 
Harris, ran into third overall in 
school history with a time of 45.44 
seconds. 

Overall, LBSU had 23 track and 
field athletes earn All-Big West 
Honors for their performance in 
the Big West Championships. 
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America’s newest dynasty 


COLUMN 


The Chicago Blackhawks 
won the Stanley Cup 

on Monday night and 
solidified their place in 
American sports history. 


By Josu BARAJAS 
Sports Editor 


When the clock hit zero at the United 
Center in Chicago, Illinois on Monday, 
the Chicago Blackhawks clinched their 
third Stanley Cup in six years and ce- 
mented their right to be called a dy- 
nasty. 

After falling behind 2-1 in the series, 
the Hawks won three games in a row to 
close out the Tampa Bay Lightning jin a 
2-0 game six victory. This marks Chi- 
cago’s third Stanley Cup win finishing 
in six games; the Hawks also closed out 
Philadelphia in 2010 after going down 
2-1 and they beat Boston in 2013 after 
being tied 2-2 in the series. 

The Blackhawks now join the Bulls 
of the 90s and the Bears of the 80s in 
Chicago’s pantheon of sports dynasties. 
Of course, the Hawks’ run hasn’t been 
as impressive as the Bulls’ six champi- 
onships in eight years from 1990-98. 
Yet, it has been more decorated than 
the Bears’ six division crowns and lone 
Super Bowl win from 1984-90. 

One thing is for sure: center and 
team captain, Jonathan Toews and 
right wing Patrick Kane will join Mi- 
chael Jordan, Walter Payton and Ernie 
Banks as part of Chicago sports royalty. 

Kane led Chicago in goals scored (11) 
and points (23) in the 2015 postseason, 
while Toews was right behind him with 
10 goals and 21 total points. In 2010, 
Toews and Kane were first and second 


in the postseason with 29 and 28 points, 
respectively. In 2013, Kane led with 19 
points and Toews ranked fifth on the 
team with 14, but led the team with 11 
assists. 

Goalie Corey Crawford, who proba- 
bly deserves the same amount of praise 
as Toews and Kane, missed out on the 
2010 Stanley Cup because the more ex- 
perienced Antti Niemi and Cristobal 
Huet were ahead on the depth chart. 

However, Crawford earned the start- 
ing spot in the net the following season 
and posted an impressive 1.84 goals 
against average in the 2013 playoffs 
with a 16-7 record. This postseason, he 
had a more modest, but still impressive, 
2.31 GAA and a 13-7 record: He also 
had a .932 and .924 save percentage in 
both Stanley Cup runs. 

Chicago also has its place in the en- 
tire history of the NHL secured. Even 
though the Hawks have never won 
back-to-back titles, they join the Ed- 
monton Oilers, Montreal Canadiens, 
Toronto Maple Leafs, Detroit Red 
Wings and New York Islanders on the 
list of hockey teams that have accom- 
plished three or more championships 
within a six-year window. 

Also, in the years that Chicago didn’t 
make it to the finals, they've managed 
to make noise in the playoffs; almost 
always entering as favorites to win the 
cup: They’ve made it to the conference 
finals in five of the last seven years, los- 
ing twice to the Red Wings in 2009 and 
the Los Angeles Kings in 2014. 

When it comes to sports dynasties, 
there always comes a decline. For the 
Bulls it came when Michael Jordan 
retired. However, the pillars on this 
Blackhawks team, Toews and Kane, are 
only 27 and 26 years old and in their 
primes. 

If the Stanley Cup returned to Chi- 
cago a couple more times in the next 
few years, it wouldn't be a surprise; 
it’s almost expected. This dynasty will 
continue as long as Toews and Kane 
are there scoring goals and Crawford is 
keeping them out of the Blackhawk net. 


